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What is a Watermaster?
 Extension of the Court and administers the court 

decree.
 Special master with unique qualifications or subject 

matter expertise.
 May be imposed by judicial order sua sponte or by 

stipulation among parties with judicial consent and 
approval.

 Serves at the discretion of the Court in aid of 
implementing the physical solution.
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Origin of Chino Basin Watermaster
 Watermaster was created by stipulation (contract), 

consented to and approved by the Court, subject to the 
Court’s continuing jurisdiction.  

 Initial Watermaster appointment was the Chino Basin 
Municipal Water District (CBMWD) – now IEUA.

 CBMWD was replaced by order of the Court on 
motion of the Advisory Committee.  

 The nine member board was appointed to address a 
mix of pragmatic and public policy concerns and 
serves at the pleasure of the Court. 
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Characteristics of Watermaster
 Extension of the Court.
 Not a public agency; not subject to Brown Act or Public 

Records Act.
 Not subject to CEQA.
 Decree preempts conflicting local agency/city/county 

regulation and binds all parties regarding the subject 
matter (Chino Basin).

 Makes findings of fact and makes recommendations to 
the Court for the administration of the decree.
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Shared Governance / Prescribed 
Powers
 Three Pools, the Advisory Committee and the Board 

share responsibility for administering the Judgment.
 The Nine-Member Board possesses the prescribed 

powers embodied in the decree and as provided by 
further stipulation and Court order. 
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Role of Pools
 Each of the three Pools have the right and opportunity 

to provide advice and counsel to the Advisory 
Committee and the Watermaster Board on 
Watermaster undertakings.

 Each member of each Pool has the right to request 
Watermaster action or review on matters within the 
subject matter jurisdiction of Watermaster.
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Role of Advisory Committee
 To provide advice and counsel to the Board.
 To mandate certain actions by the Board where 80% or 

more of stakeholders are in agreement.
 To establish a budget.
 To represent the assessable production rights of the 

Basin in accordance with their relative stakes.
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Role of the Board: Administer the 
Decree
 Pursuant to the Judgment, the Peace Agreement and 

its progeny, and continuing orders of the Court, the 
Nine-Member Board administers the decree and 
implements the physical solution.

 All of its actions and authorities are prescribed and 
limited by these same instruments.
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Advisory Committee / Board 
Interface
 Advice and Counsel.  In re prescribed actions, the 

Board must consider a recommendation from the 
Advisory Committee but unless there is an 80 percent 
or greater mandate from the Advisory Committee, the 
Board may elect to disregard the recommendation by 
providing notification and opportunity to be heard 
and supported by a written decision.

 Mandate.  In the event of an 80 percent mandate, the 
Board must either: (a) approve; (b) return to the 
Advisory Committee for clarification or request for 
revision; or (c) challenge the decision before the judge. 
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1998 Court Order
 Origin & Content
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Roles in re Particular Actions
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Guidance Document Overview
 Judgment
 OBMP Implementation Plan
 Peace Agreement
 Peace II Agreement
 Resolution 2010-04
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Conflicts of Interest
(Rules and Regulations, § 2.10)
 Watermaster is an interest based governance structure.
 “Expected and preferred” that interests participate in 

decisions.
 Watermaster Board and Advisory Committee members 

“shall vote” unless conflicted.
 Conflict = direct personal and financial interest.

 Material effect on the member, the member’s immediate 
family, or other business, property, and commercial interests.

 Only in the case of a unique, personal, discrete, and particular 
advantage from the outcome of a decision beyond that 
generally realized by any other person or the interests the 
member represents.
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Broad Topics/Hypotheticals
 Storage
 Next Safe Yield Reset
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Storage
 How is storage managed presently
 How would the 2015 SYRA change storage 

management?

18



Next Safe Yield Reset
 How would the next Safe Yield Reset be handled?
 How would the 2015 SYRA change the next Safe Yield 

Reset?
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Feedback on today’s workshop
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